
PoliSci 1: Science of Politics Week 10 Recap

SWBAT: (1) Identify the main risk factors of civil war, (2) explain the strategic logic of rebel
violence and terrorism, and (3) describe di↵erent solutions to reduce the threat of terrorism and
insurgency.

1 Key Terms

• greed vs grievance

• separatist vs center-seeking

• ethnic fractionalization

• disarmament dilemma

• suicide terrorism

• lone wolf problem

• provocation logic

• weapon of the weak

2 Key Themes/Ideas

Q. Where are civil wars more likely?
Answer: Fearon and Laitin argue that many would-be insurgents have grievances, but only a few
escalate to civil war. As a results, civil wars are more likely in countries where there are strong
conditions for sustaining insurgency including oil wealth, mountainous terrain, and low GDP (state
capacity). Surprisingly, ethnic fractionalization does not predict civil war!

Q. Why are rebellions di�cult to organize?
Answer: Rebellions are di�cult to organize due to collective actions problems. The fundamental
organizational problem of rebellion is that rebellions require many individuals in order to execute
them successfully, but there are large free-rider incentives not to contribute to the fighting.

Q. What is the role of peace-keeping in civil wars?
Answer: Peace-keeping serves two roles: (1) it can help parties reach a peace and agree to negotiate
and (2) it can enforce ceasefires and keep the peace. That is, they are a third-party enforcer who
can help parties overcome the commitment problem inherent in ending civil wars.

Q. What is terrorism?
Answer: According to Professor Schultz, terrorism is the intentional, premeditated use or threat
of violence carried out by non-state actors against civilians or non-combat duty military targets
designed to create fear and intimidation in the pursuit of a social, political, or economic goal.

Q. What are the four strategies of terrorism?
Answer: The four strategies of terrorism are coercion, provocation, outbidding, and spoiling.

Q. What are the four strategies of counter-terrorism?
Answer: The four counterterrorism responses governments most frequently employ are repression,
deterrence, defense, and reconciliation.

Q. Under what conditions are counter-terrorism policies e↵ective?
Answer: Counter-terrorism policies are more likely to be e↵ective when applied discriminately and
do not punish civilians or noncombatants.
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3 Key Readings

• Fearon and Laitin, “Ethnicity, Insurgency, and Civil War”

• Fortna, “Does Peacekeeping Keep Peace?”

• Pape, “Strategic Logic of Terrorism”

• Fortna, “Do Terrorists Win?”

4 Review Questions

Check your understanding of this week’s material and key ideas with the following questions.

• Your friend Crazy Charlie makes the following statement: “Compared to interstate wars, civil
wars kill more and last longer. Since these two factors make the expected costs of fighting
civil wars higher, there should be a larger bargaining range and make the occurrence of civil
wars less likely than interstate war.” Explain to CC why this is not correct.

• Are civil wars more likely to occur due to uncertainty over capabilities or uncertainty over
resolve? How could this occur?

• Describe two reasons rebels are able to overcome the collective action problem using the
collective action equation Professor Schultz provided in class.

• How is the disarmament dilemma a commitment problem and what solutions have we dis-
cussed in class that could alleviate it?

• Fearon and Laitin find that ethnic fractionalization in a country does not increase the likeli-
hood of civil war, but this still remains a popular explanation for political violence. If there
does not appear to be a significant correlation, why does this remain a popular explanation
for civil war? What alternate story from lecture could explain this result?

• Third-party intervention into civil wars, like peacekeeping, tends to be correlated with higher
casualties, longer durations, and fewer negotiated settlements. While peacekeeping occurs
after civil wars end, third-party intervention does not and these actors are often heavily
involved in the fighting. Is this an example of selection bias or not? If not, what could
explain why TPI leads to more costly civil wars?

• What is the di↵erence between guerrilla and terrorist tactics? What is the di↵erent between
a civil war versus a terrorist campaign?

• Why does the strategic logic of suicide terrorism seem, at first glance, at odds with rationalist
explanations for violence?

• Why do Pape and Fortna reach opposite conclusions about whether terrorism work?
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